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Jeremiah – “YHWH will exalt”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSK36cHbrk0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSK36cHbrk0


Jeremiah

 Preached from about 626-584 BCE – from before Babylonian exile to after

 At first, encourages reforms of Josiah with a message of repentance followed 

by divine reward

 After Josiah dies, his message shifts to inexorable doom, but at the same time 

he continues to maintain that YHWH will not entirely abandon his people

 Lived through fall of Ninevah in 612 BCE, revolt of Jehoiakim against Babylon 

in 601 BCE, and fall of Jerusalem in 598 BCE – Jeremiah allowed to remain in 

city after leaders were taken to Babylon (first deportation) because he had 

advocated that the city surrender to Babylon

 Zedekiah planned rebellion against Babylon, which resulted in the fall of the 

city, destruction of temple, and death of all the kings’ sons in 587 BCE

 After Zedekiah’s successor, Gedaliah, who was appointed governor by 

Babylon, was assassinated, Jeremiah forced to flee to Egypt with the leaders 

of the assassination plot – presumably died there about 580 BCE
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Jeremiah

 Used a scribe, Baruch, to write down his prophecies – Baruch also inserted 

biographical narratives – Jer. 36:1-4:

“In the fourth year of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, this word came to 

Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have 

spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke 

to you, from the days of Josiah until today. 3 It may be that when the house of 

Judah hears of all the disasters that I intend to do to them, all of them may turn 

from their evil ways, so that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.4 Then 

Jeremiah called Baruch son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at Jeremiah’s 

dictation all the words of the Lord that he had spoken to him.” 

 Jeremiah tells Baruch to go read the scroll in the temple, and after hearing 

it, the temple leader takes him to King Jehoiakim’s court, who hear it, and 

recommend it be read to the king  - as the king hears it, he cuts off columns 

and throws them in the fire

 So Jeremiah dictated it again to Baruch and YHWH announced that the throne 

of David would be ended 4



Structure of the Book of Jeremiah

 Book has a complicated literary history – Greek/Septuagint text is 1/8 shorter 

than the Hebrew/Masoretic text – and second half of book arranged very 

differently in the two versions – also differences in fragments of different 

Hebrew manuscripts found in the Dead Sea scrolls

 Ch. 1-25 – probably the “first scroll” that Jeremiah dictated to Baruch

 Largely poetic oracles directed against Judah, Jerusalem, its inhabitants, and its 

rulers – uses the metaphor of adultery for the idolatry practiced by its people –

accuses priests and leaders of abandoning the Torah and covenant – accuses them 

of social injustice

 Includes Jeremiah’s call and his first visions and his “temple sermon”

 Ends with announcement that Babylon will capture them for 70 years

 Ch. 26-29 – prose narratives of encounters between Jeremiah and members of 

the establishment, especially other prophets – probably inserted by Baruch

 Ch. 30-33 – “the book of consolation” – passages of hope and comfort similar 

to those of Second Isaiah
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Structure of the Book of Jeremiah

 Ch. 34-45 – More prose narratives dated to the reign of Zedekiah and after the 

fall of Jerusalem in 586 BCE 

 The story of what happens to Jeremiah’s scroll

 Stories of the siege of Jerusalem and Jeremiah’s kidnapping to Egypt by Judah’s 

rebels

 Ch. 46-51 – Oracles against the nations

 Babylon used to judge other nations including Egypt, Philistia, Moab, Ammon, 

Edom, Aram-Damascus, the Transjordanian Arabian tribes of Kedar and Hazor, and 

Elam

 Ch. 50-51 are the judgments on Babylon itself

 Ch. 52 – appendix taken from 2 Kings 24-25 narrating the fall of Jerusalem 

and its aftermath
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Who was Jeremiah?

1:1 “The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, of the priests who were in Anathoth in 

the land of Benjamin, 2 to whom the word of the Lord came in the days of King 

Josiah son of Amon of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign. 3 It came also in 

the days of King Jehoiakim son of Josiah of Judah, and until the end of the 

eleventh year of King Zedekiah son of Josiah of Judah, until the captivity of 

Jerusalem in the fifth month.”

 Anathoth a small village a few miles north of Jerusalem in tribe of Benjamin, 

not tribe of Judah but still in southern kingdom

 Anathoth was the home of Abiathar, the priest banished by King Solomon (1 

Kgs 2:26-27)

 There may have been a religious tradition there opposed to the dynastic 

power of the David kingship 

 Jeremiah not concerned about dynasty and temple survival, but the Torah and 

Deuteronomic principles of social justice
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Jeremiah’s Call and Vision

1:4-1:19 – Call - read

 Similar to Isaiah – “words in your mouth”

 Jeremiah indicates he’s a young man or teenager

 But God says that doesn’t matter

 Note that “almond tree” is shaqed and “watching” is shoqed

 God makes Jeremiah a fortified city and will be with him to deliver him

2:1-7 – Vision – to prophesy to Judah - read

 God laments over Israel’s abandonment of him

 God asks why – “what wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far 

from me, and went after worthless things, and became worthless 

themselves?”

 The people have “defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination” 8



Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon

7:1-8:3 - read

7:1 The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 Stand in the gate of the 

Lord’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord, 

all you people of Judah, you that enter these gates to worship the Lord. 3 Thus 

says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your doings, and 

let me dwell with you in this place. 4 Do not trust in these deceptive words: 

“This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.”

 God offers redemption if they will act justly to one another, protect the 

needy and weak among them, and do not worship other gods

 Reminds them in Vs. 23 what God’s commandment was for them to obey

 Uses destruction of Shiloh as an example of what will happen to them
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Jeremiah’s Temple Sermon

 God refuses to let Jeremiah plea for them – says they won’t listen to him, so 

he should mourn for the people that God has rejected

 Vs. 32 – Topheth - In valley of Gehenna where worshipers influenced by the 

ancient Canaanite religion engaged in child sacrifice to the gods Moloch and 

Baal by burning children alive. Topheth became a theological or poetic 

synonym for Hell within Christendom. (2 Kings 23:10) This practice was ended 

by King Josiah but has apparently continued.

 8:1-3 – dry bones spread across the land – they will not be gathered or buried 

(shades of Ezekiel!)
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Message of the Temple Sermon

 Judah had relied on divine providence guaranteed by a promise that the 

throne of David and the royal city, Jerusalem, would never be destroyed

 During Assyrian domination from 9th to 7th cent. BCE Jerusalem was one of the 

few capital cities in the Near East not captured or destroyed

 Judah had survived both sieges of the city in 734 BCE and 701 BCE

 Jeremiah says this ideology is a lie – Judah’s survival not guaranteed by an 

unconditional Davidic covenant – it is dependent on the observance of the 

Sinai covenant, as stipulated in the ten commandments

 Even though Moses was allowed to intercede for his people, Jeremiah is 

prohibited by YHWH from doing that (7:16)
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Prophetic Gestures

 Remaining unmarried because the disaster about to happen will be terrible 

for parents and children (16:1-9) – he cannot even mourn or feast

 The purchase of a jug to smash it in public as a symbol of YHWH’s breaking of 

the people (19:1-13)

 Wearing an animal’s yoke on his neck to protest the coalition of nations with 

Zedekiah against the Babylonian king (27:1-11) – all will become subjects of 

the Babylonian king

 Encourages exiles to buy land in Babylon (29:1-14)

 Purchase of a plot of land in Anathoth, (32:6-15) his hometown to symbolize 

that after punishment, “houses and fields and vineyards shall once again be 

bought in the land”
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Jeremiah’s Laments – Ch.11:18-12:6

Jeremiah’s Complaint:

11:18 It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew;

then you showed me their evil deeds.

19 But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.

And I did not know it was against me that they devised schemes, saying,

“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the 

living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!”

20 But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously,

who try the heart and the mind,

let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause.

God’s response:

12:5 If you have raced with foot-runners and they have wearied you,

how will you compete with horses?

And if in a safe land you fall down,

how will you fare in the thickets of the Jordan? 13



Jeremiah’s Laments

Ch 15:10-21 – God answers in vs. 11-12

Ch 17:14-18 – like a psalm of lament

Ch 18:18-23 – Vs 18 is a description of the threats made to Jeremiah by Judah’s 

priests

Ch 20-7-18 – Jeremiah complains of being mocked and curses the day he was 

born, like Job
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Hope for the Future – A New Covenant

31:31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like 

the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 

house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and 

I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 

people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 

the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 

says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

 Purchase of a plot of land in Anathoth, (32:6-15) his hometown, during the 

siege of Jerusalem by the Babylonians - to symbolize that after punishment, 

“houses and fields and vineyards shall once again be bought in the land”
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Jeremiah’s Captivity and Release

 Ch 37-38 Before Egyptian army comes to Jerusalem to repel Babylonian army, 

King Zedekiah asks Jeremiah to pray for the people, hoping God will intervene 

 Jeremiah tells him the Babylonians are going to burn the city – but this time 

they withdraw at arrival of Egyptians

 Jeremiah goes to visit the land he had purchased at Anathoth, and he is 

arrested as a deserter to the Babylonians – he is beaten and imprisoned in the 

cistern house cells for days

 Zedekiah sends for him again and asks if he has news from the Lord –

Jeremiah says that the king is going to be handed over to the Babylonians

 This time the king sends him to the guard house, where he is imprisoned

 But Jeremiah kept saying the Babylonians were going to destroy everyone, so 

they threw him into the cistern (well) of the guard house, and he sank in the 

mud (38:6)

 The king’s eunuch pleads for his release and Zedekiah has him drawn up from 

the well 16



Fall of Jerusalem – 587 BCE

Ch 39 – read – a detailed description of the battle and destruction

 King Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon let’s Jeremiah go free because he had 

correctly predicted the downfall of Jerusalem

 He is entrusted to Gedaliah, an ally of Jeremiah who was also pro-Babylonian 

– being submissive to Babylon is rewarded

 Gedaliah assassinated by Judean rebels – they ask Jeremiah to pray to the 

Lord to determine where they should go – he tells them to stay and submit to 

the Babylonian authorities

 They don’t believe him and make him and Baruch go to Egypt with them

 Jeremiah continues to prophesy that they will be punished for their 

disobedience to the covenant
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Jeremiah in Egypt – Ch. 44:1-19

 YHWH asks why the people still will not obey, having seen Judah’s destruction

 Pronounces punishment

 Read Vs 15-19

 Offerings to the queen of heaven (Asherah) defended by the people

 Note that the WOMEN are making these offerings 

 When offerings stopped, the people were struck by the sword and famine

 Women swear to keep on making offerings

 “…do you think that we made cakes for her, marked with her image, and poured 

out libations to her without our husbands’ being involved?”

 A little remembrance of the temptation in the Garden of Eden, perhaps??
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Oracles Against the Nations

Ch 46-51 – Judgment poems using Babylon to judge other nations – similar to 

Amos, Isaiah, and Ezekiel

 Egypt

 Philistines

 Moab

 Ammonites

 Edom

 Aram-Damascus

 Transjordan tribes of Kedar and Hazor

 Elam

 Babylon
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Jeremiah in Later Traditions 

 The Ark of the Covenant:

 2 Maccabees written about 100 BCE – Jeremiah takes the tent of meeting and the 

ark during the looting of the temple by the Babylonians to Mount Nebo, where 

Moses went up to meet God – Jeremiah deposited the objects in a cave there and 

sealed the entrance

 States that (2 Macc 2:7) “The place shall remain unknown until God gathers his 

people together again and shows his mercy.”

 Baruch apocryphal writings have an angel removing the ark and other objects and 

depositing them in the earth to remain until Jerusalem is restored

 Raiders of the Lost Ark??!!

 The Letter of Jeremiah in the apocrypha is a denunciation of the worship of 

idols – only biblical reference to cats! (vs. 22)

 Later tradition identifies Jeremiah as author of Lamentations
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